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Phase I Environmental Site Assessments 

for Fee to Trust Acquisitions - 101 
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Pre-Acquisition Determination 
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 Trust Responsibility 

 

 Strategic Plan 

 

 Assessment and Liability 

   

 Environmental Professional 



Property Acquisitions - Guidance 
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 Property acquisition guided by DOI Release #13-90 v.3 – Fee to 

Trust Handbook. 
 
 602 DM 2 – Land Acquisition Exchange and Disposal:  Real 

Property Pre-Acquisition Environmental Site Assessments. 
 
 59 IAM 3 – NEPA Guidebook. 
 
 ASTM Standard E1527-13 – Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessments Process. 
 
 ASTM Standard E 2247-08 – Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment Process for Forestland and Rural Property. 
 



ASTM Standards 
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 E 1527-13 

Commercial Real Estate 

Onsite Evaluation 

 

 E 2247-08 

Forestland and/or Rural Property 

 120 Acres or Greater 

Onsite Evaluation 

Remote Methods Available 



 
 

Recognized Environmental Condition 
(REC) 
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 The presence or likely presence of any hazardous 
substances or petroleum  products in, on, or at a 
property: 

 

 (1) due to any release to the environment; 

 

 (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the 
environment; or, 

 

 (3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a 
future release to the environment. 



 
 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Elements 
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 Records Review 

 

 Site Reconnaissance 

 

 Interviews 

 

 Report 

 



 
 

Records Review 
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 Reasonably Ascertainable 

 

 Practically Reviewable 

 

 Standard Record Sources 

 

 Additional Record Sources 

 



 
 

Records Review (Example) 
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Records Review (Example) 
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Records Review (Example) 
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Records Review (1971 Example) 
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Records Review (Example) 
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Site Reconnaissance 
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 General Site Conditions 

 

 Current/Past Property Use 

 

 Current Use of Adjoining Properties 

 

 Interior Observation of Structures 

 



 
 

Site Reconnaissance (Example) 
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Site Reconnaissance (Example) 
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Site Reconnaissance (Example) 
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Site Reconnaissance (Example) 
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Site Reconnaissance (Example) 
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Site Reconnaissance (Example) 
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Interviews 
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 Past and Present Owners 
 
 Occupants 
 
 State and/or Local Government Officials 

 Local Fire Department 
 Health Agency 
 Environmental Services Agency 
 Land Use/Permitting Agency 

 
 Adjacent Property Owners 

 



 
 

Interviews (Example) 
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Interviews (Example) 

8/5/2016 

23 



 
 

Interviews (Example) 
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Report 
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 Scope of Services 

 Findings 

 Opinion 

 Additional Investigation 

 Data Gaps 

 Conclusions 

 Environmental Professional Certification and Signature 

 Non-scope Considerations 

 



 
 

Report (Example) 
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Report (Example) 
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Recognized Environmental Condition (REC) 
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REC 

 

Or  

 

Not a REC 



REC? 
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REC? 
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Questions 
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